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According to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus was born 

in a stable. One had to wait until the 6th century to see 

the crèche (nativity scene) as we know it today, with 

the Holy Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, the donkey and 

the ox that would have warmed the now-born with 

their breath. We can also find the shepherds with 

their sheep, or horses, camels, Santa’s reindeers, 

dogs, bears… but where did the cat go? 

During Christmas night, the holy child was born. 

The donkey and the ox were there and with their 

breath, they were warming his small feet. The dog 

was staying at the entrance, so as to guard the stable. 

Then, the baby started to cry... was he cold? Hungry? 

A small kitten then came and cuddled against the 

little child. Thus, the baby stopped crying, and 

pressed took the kitten in his arms. It became his pet 

blanket. 

The happiness of these holidays are these 

wonderful moments one spends with family or loved 

ones. 

The Thai Feline’s Club wishes you a happy new 

year 2014. 
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News of the feline world 

 

In 1950, American scientists considered that the cat’s purring could have a good effect on 

people. However, this idea was not taken into account seriously. Only half a century later was it 

acknowledged that the cat’s purring could have healing effects. It was a veterinarian, Jean-Yves 

Gauchet who acknowledged the fact that cats healed three times faster from fractures than dogs 

and had five times less sequelae. This result was due to the soothing, and protective effect of 

purring. The vet wanted to do the experiment on 250 people. Purring is a low frequency vibration 

(25 to 50 Hertz) and is therefore able to replace anxiolytics, beta-blockers, and sleeping pills.  This 

vibration would also have the capacity of easing arthritis pain, and of accelerating fracture 

recovery. Hence the use of these frequencies by sports doctors and physiotherapists. Therefore, 

purring would indeed have therapeutic effects. Moreover, the presence of a cat is good for 

people’s physical and mental well-being. 

In 2002, the veterinarian and editor-in-chief of the small magazine “Effervesciences” Jean-

Yves Gauchet, studies a paper published by the association Animal Voice. He then asks 250 

people to do the experiment with a recorded purring. Thus is created the term “purrtherapy”. In 

2009, Jean-Yves Gauchet, in collaboration with Apple creates an iphone application: “ijetlac”. Its 

goal is to regulate the biological rhythm of long distance travelers who are sensitive to time zone 

related fatigue. 

 

To consult : www.animalvoice.com/catpurrP.htm 

 

Source : La ronronthérapie, ces chats qui nous guérissent..., Véronique Aïache 
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Siamese of yesterday, Thai of today... Part II  

By Manuella Ferut, 

Diamond Life’s Thai Cattery & Love Deluxe’s Thai Cattery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personality and Character 

It is considered that a good 

domestication is revealed by a high 

level of communication and affection 

with people, and this is an indication 

of success. This is particularly true 

with felines of a naturally 

independent species. 

The Siamese personality and its 

limitless devotion to its owner have 

certainly contributed to its great 

popularity since its coming to Europe. 

So much character, so much voice, 

and so much live in such a tiny 

creature! 

May that be through body 

language or through its hoarse 

singing, the Siamese and the Thai are 

determined to communicate. The 

quality and quantity of their chatting 

depend a lot on the “quantity” of the 

conversations they had during their 

“childhood”. Moreover, they have the 

tendency of talking in direct 

proportion to their desires, and, of 

course, they demand having the last 

word! 

They do not tolerate isolation, nor 

distance from their master. They 

always want to be part of their owner 

or his/her family’s life. They are 

present and charismatic cats because 

of their beauty and their exclusive 

character. Every Thai strongly 

believes that he is your best friend, 

and I think that in many cases, he is. 

They are extremely curious, 

mischievous, daring, determined, 

brisk, bright and playful. 

They are protective with their 

owner and can growl when a 

stranger approaches, or when they 

feel some kind of danger. 

They follow us everywhere in the 

house and in the garden so as to play 

and play fetch, just like a dog! 

If you do not want to use a leash, 

it is not a problem. You can use a 

harness, and you will see that after 

some trips, he will wait for you in 

front of the door when he will see 

you gather his stuff! If it is cold 

outside, you can make him wear a 

coat or a sweater. 

The Thai is a quite stylish and trendy 

cat! 

They are tolerant, generous, 

understanding and loyal cats. What 

wouldn’t they do to seduce and 

entertain their master! You will 

quickly notice that the Thai is a very 

intelligent and incredibly pragmatic 

cat. You will be able to teach him 

some tricks and commands pretty 

quickly. In fact, the more you teach 

him new things, the more ask of him, 

the more he will be able to evolve and 

understand what you are telling him. 

We think that the intelligence of an 

animal can be assessed and is 

revealed by its interaction with its 

surrounding environment. The cat is 

a playful cat that learns extremely 

quickly. He establishes precise rituals 

corresponding to specific situations 

or desires. He adapts, evolves, and 

thinks. He really communicates!  

Everything he does only has one and 

unique goal: to please his master. 

The Thai is a cat that loves his 

human deeply, and everybody who 

had the chance to have one will tell 

you the same. There is no truer and 

more complete love than the love that 

a Thai has for his master. There is no 

friend as loyal and caring than the 

“Royal Cat of Siam”. 

He is also easy to groom. His hair 

can be short to very short, and silky. 

Caresses or a boar bristle brush suits 

him well. He likes grooming and 

takes pleasure from it. 
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Mysteries and balls of fluff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a sharing moment with his 

master who takes care of him! He 

will easily accept being washed in the 

bathtub, as long as he is used to it. 

 

Kind and tolerant with the other 

pets in the house, he will be a great 

friend with dogs, small or big. He will 

play with children without 

scratching them. 

The Thai kitty-mommies are 

sweet, loving, and trusting moms. 

They are never aggressive. They will 

choose your bed and will cuddle 

against you so as to give birth to the 

kittens. They will share this moment 

of intense joy with you and will 

entrust their kittens to you without 

fear. 

sans crainte leurs chatons. 

Pointilleux et casanier dans ses 

habitudes, le Thai a pourtant un sens 

étonnant du plaisir. Beaucoup de 

livres ont été écrits sur les Siamois et 

leurs

 pitreries et facéties. Il sera toujours 

joueur et vif, même avançant dans 

l’âge. Le Thai est un chat qui vit 

vieux, généralement entre 15 et 20 

ans, sans problème de santé 

particulier. 

 

Meticulous sand homebody, the 

Thai has and surprising sense of 

pleasure. Many books were written 

about the Siamese and their mischief. 

He will be always playful and lively, 

even when growing old. The Thai is a 

cat that has a long life, generally 

between 15 and 20 years, and that 

does not have any particular health 

problems. 

The cat and the crèche 

Do you have cats in your crèche 

(nativity scene)? 

Because of the fact that the 

catholic religion did not like cats a 

lot, our dearest feline was banished 

from the crèche. The poor thing was 

not allowed to be part of the guests 

that were invited to adore the Holy 

Child. Only dogs, hens, ewes, guinea 

fowls, pigs, doves, camels (those of 

the Three Wise Men), the ox and the 

donkey could attend to Christmas 

night. But why was the cat absent? 

Legend has it that in the old days 

people told the children that the cat 

was punished for chasing the birds… 

One had to wait for the 20th 

century for the cat to be forgiven. 

Nowadays, cats also have a place, 

every Christmas, in bestiary of the 

crèche. 

 

Source: 100 chats de légende, 

Stefano Salviati 
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One breeder,  one breed 

Havadoll’s cattery by Frédéric Scotto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are Dimitri and Frédéric. For 

us, all started when an acquaintance 

of ours introduced us to his Ragdoll 

which we fell in love with. Our first 

Ragdoll baby was Fidou (beginnings 

of 2012), then his sister Fidji who 

joined us 7 months later. Naturally, 

both were neutered. We shared a lot 

of joy with these small golden hearted 

creatures.  They are truly wonderful 

cats. 

 

After some resarch on other cat 

breeds, we fell in love with the 

Havana Brown, but there was only 

one cattery in France (Saint-Evroult 

cattery), another in Italy, and the 

others in the land of Uncle Sam. 

We immediately contacted Clair 

Rassat (Saint-Evroult cattery) to know 

if there were available kittens. Only 

one female was already pre-reserved, 

but Claire told us that she did not 

want to entrust her to the person in 

question because she was looking for 

a person who would accept to 

continue the adventure of this breed 

development with her. 

This adventure looked exciting so 

we decided to accept the challenge 

and so our little Fibie came home in 

March 2011. 

 

What we had read about the breed 

was true: a golden character, a dog-

cat, and above all, a perfect harmony 

with our “ragouts”. Fidou 

immediately became Fibie’s blanket. 

In April 2011, we brought Fibie 

and Fidji to our first cat show in Saint 

Laurent du Var. This is where we 

entered the cat world and met our 

friends Isa (Sacha’s Cats cattery) and 

Pat with whom we continued to go to 

cat shows. 

Isa entrusted us our wonderful 

Ragdoll kitties, Graine, Girly and 

Gay’chat, then we got Gigi (Havana 

Brown) in Reggio d’Emilia (Italy) 

during a CFA show. 

After our girls, we decided to have 

some boys, and it is from Poland that 

our Giorgio (Ragdoll), and from 

Denver that our Hudson Hawk (aka 

Youpi) came. I went to get them both, 

and it is at the hotel and in the planes 

that a great love was born between 

us. Both have a wonderful character 

and are already daddies.  

We would like to thank Isa, Claire, 

LeAnn and Jonna for their trust. 

 

I think you all understood how the 

name of our cattery was born. We 

wanted people to know right away 

which cats we breed. 

In 2013, we had three litters and 

each time it is a joyful moment for us 

and the kittens. 

We think that you already know 

the Ragdoll cat breed, so we will 

introduce the Havana Brown. 
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The Havana Brown 

History: 

The Havana Brown is a relatively 

recent breed and it was created by 

men. The first Havan Brown was 

born in England in the 1950s, and it 

was the result of the work of a small 

group of Siamese breeders who 

wanted to create an “entirely brown 

chocolate cat, with a traditional 

Siamese type, with eyes as keenly 

green as possible, evoking young 

shoots or the first leaves of the trees”. 

These breeders worked with 

chocolate point Siamese cats, a 

housecat with the chocolate gene, 

and they introduced the Russian Blue 

from the third generation. The breed 

was acknowledged in 1956, but 

already two groups were created 

with distinct objectives: some wanted 

to conserve the medium proportion 

type of the Siamese, while others 

wanted a crossbreeding with the 

chocolate Oriental, which meant a 

greater genetic diversity, but that 

compromised the type. 

 

The Oriental Havana that still 

exists today in Great Britain followed 

this course to the point that the 

“Havana” does not exist as a distinct 

breed, but is a color of the Oriental. 

However, some breeders are making 

the effort for the breed to come back 

to its “original” type, closer to the 

Havana Brown that can be found in 

Europe today. 

In parallel, the breed greatly 

developed in the United States. The 

first US imported cats were all 

English cats of the “traditional” type.  

All these cats can be found nowadays 

in the pedigrees of our Havana 

Browns. The majority of the US 

breeders tried to conserve the 

“traditional” type which was 

approved in the breed standard by 

the American CFA. The breed is not 

very widespread in the land of Uncle 

Sam (around 300 Havana Browns), 

but is still more developed than in 

Europe. All the Havana Brown cats 

living in Europe now are imported 

from the United States. 

In France, the Havana Brown had 

a turbulent history. The breeding has 

always been extremely confidential 

(less than 10 cats). After a short 

attempt at reintroducing the breed 

from the 1980s to the 1990s, no 

other Havana Brown was exhibited in 

France (or in Europe) until after 

2000. It is because of the will of one 

breeder, Mrs. Claire Rassat (Cattery 

of Saint-Evroult) that the first Havana 

Brown came back to France from the 

US and Canada. 

From only one female in 2002, the 

number of Havana Browns has 

grown today to nearly forty. 

Thanks to the joint efforts of Mrs. 

Rassat and Mrs. Blanc-Delmas, the 

Havana Brown is one of the rarest 

breeds in Europe, and its longevity is 

due to an ambitious development 

program supported by a small group 

of passionate people in France, in 

Italy, and in England, with the 

support of the United States.  

Morphology and physical 

attributes: 

The specificity of the Havana 

Brown lies essentially in its coat 

color, and in the very specific shape 

of its head brought to life by two 

splendid green eyes. 

The Havana Brown is a medium 

proportion cat, which means that it is 

half way between the Oriental and 

the Persian. The bone structure is 

robust, the cat is muscular and toned 

cat.  The coat has a uniform color, 

without ghost stripes (stripes or 

ocelot marks different from the rest  
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of the coat and only visible in certain 

light conditions). It is chocolate. We 

can distinguish warm mahogany or 

chestnut shades and cold ones giving 

it a more chocolate milk feel. The 

hair is short, silky, and close to the 

body. The color must be as 

homogenous as possible from root to 

tip, and without undercoat. The 

whiskers, the leather of the muzzle, 

and the paw pads are also chocolate.  

Notice that a lilac variant also exists. 

It is called Havana Frost, but it is 

extremely rare (less than 10 births in 

the world these last 15 years). 

The head is very specific. 

From the top, it has to be slightly 

longer than large. The muzzle is very 

pronounced, narrow, and round. The 

chin must not be receding, but has to 

form an angle that is as right as 

possible with the jaw. There is a clear 

pinch. The patterns are firm and 

pronounced. Finally, the stop is 

perfectly drawn, unambiguously 

distinguishing the Havana Brown 

from the Oriental. 

The ears are big, placed in the 

continuation of the head, and point 

towards the front, so that the cat, 

from a profile point of view, looks 

constantly brisk. They must not 

converge towards the center of the 

head, nor splay towards the sides. 

 

The eyes are big, slightly almond 

shaped, well spaced and expressive. 

The color must be a green as intense 

as possible, and perfectly 

homogenous, without gradation from 

the pupil to the exterior of the iris. 

The tail is long compared to the 

body. It is thin and slightly slender at 

the tip. 

The keyword of the perfect 

Havana Brown is “medium”, in the 

most positive sense. It is a cat whose 

physical attributes avoid extreme 

proportions 

proportions. The general impression 

is harmonious and balanced. 

 

Character: 

The Havana Brown is extremely 

outgoing. It is close to its owners 

without being exclusive, quickly 

adopts newcomers, lives with other 

breeds and animals perfectly, and 

likes playing with children. It stays 

playful for its whole life. It loves 

staying where its owners are and 

hates solitude. Generally speaking it 

will do anything as long as it can 

follow its owners. It travels without 

objecting (too much), it can be 

walked with a leash, and it learns 

tricks. It has exceptional suppleness 

and spring which make it a very 

athletic cat that likes climbing and 

jumping. It is an extraordinarily 

cuddly cat. It does not get tired of 

caresses and can stay on your lap for 

a long time. It is very demonstrative, 

not necessarily because of its singing, 

but because of its behavior and 

attitude. Every Havana Brown owner 

falls in love with its golden character. 
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Announcements 

 
Khaleesi Undómiel cattery is proud to announce that a joyful event 

awaits us for the end of January. Our beautiful Nymeria is expecting 
kittens for the end of January 2014. 

For any detail, do not hesitate to contact us with the following e-mail: 
khaleesiundomiel@gmail.com  

Both parents are chocolate point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessy and Equinox of Love Deluxe’s cattery, both European Champions, 
announce the coming of wonderful kittens for the beginning of 

January. The expected colors are lilac and blue. 
For more information you can contact us with the e-mail: 

sade.parker@gmail.com 

mailto:khaleesiundomiel@gmail.com
mailto:sade.parker@gmail.com
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The cat of the month 

Zeverus, par Terje Lunnoy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have always had cats in my life 

and I come from a family where cats 

have been an essential part of the 

household. Growing up we always 

had two to five cats living in our 

house (sometimes more). All the cats 

were stray cats that we had adopted 

and given a home. 

When I moved out of my parent’s 

house I adopted a little kitten I called 

Klara. She was a stray cat that 

knocked on my door a winter night. 

Two years after Klara moved in to my 

house I was asked to adopte my 

sisters cat because she had developed 

an allergy. This cat was half Siamese 

and what a cat! Never had I 

experienced that a cat could behave 

like this. The cat was like no cat I had 

ever owned: affectionate, talkative 

and funny and with a stron will of its 

own. 

Unfortunately the cat died a year 

later in a car accident. I was grief 

stricken. We still had Klara but we 

really wanted a second cat. We 

thought about getting a cat from a 

shelter, but we had been so fascinated 

by our half Siamese that we decided 

to get a Siamese this time. 

We got in touch with a local 

breeder and she had two litters on the 

way. Zeverus was born in September. 

Because of a virus he was the only 

surviving kitten in that litter. He had 

grown up an only child and when we 

got him you could tell he was a bit 

odd. He was not house clean and we 

had to teach him to use the litter box. 

But it did not take long before he was 

the center of attention in our house. 

He loved sleeping in someone’s lap, 

and he even managed to charm our 

old cat Klara. 

For three years Zeverus was our only 

Siamese. We noticed that he was kind 

of lonely. He has us humans but we 

saw that he missed to have another 

cat to play with. Klara was a grown 

up lady and not interested in playing. 

We decided to get him a playmate 

and we got him a brother whom we 

called Balder. 

This was a stroke of genius. When 

the two boys met it was love at first 

sight! After being the only Siamese in 

the house for three years Zeverus 

now had another Siamese to play 

with and snuggle with. From 

remarqué 

this experience we learnt that it is not 

a good idea to have only one Siamese 

cat. 

Zeverus is a quiet Siamese. He do 

not talk much, but he demands a lot 

of attention. If you sit down he will 

jumpp 

jump in to your lap at once. He is 

very affectionate and feels a 

responsibility to protect his little 

brother Balder. Licking Balder clean 

is one of his daily chores. 

Taking pictures of animals has 

been a passion of mine and I take a 

lot of pictures of the cats. When my 

friends got tired of seeing cat pictures 

on my facebook wall, I decided to 

make a facebook 
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The Thai of the month 

Akira, mischief maker and heartbreaker, by Stephanie Puchta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

make a facebook page for the cats 

where I could post pictures and write 

small everyday stories. 

If you want to get to know 

Zeverus a little bit better you can visit 

his facebook page called “Zeverus 

and Balder”. 

To sum things up I would say that 

I am totally sold when it comes to 

Siamese cats. I cannot picture my life 

without them. 

Getting Zeverus into my life has 

been one of the biggest things in my 

life. It might sound stupid but it is 

true. When I get home from work the 

cats are there to greet me with their 

tails wriggling and meowing to 

welcome me. When I rest on the 

couch they lie on my chest and I can 

feel the pleasant vibration of their 

purring. 

 

purring. It calms me down and I can 

feel my heartbeat slowing down. 

Zeverus was my first Siamese and 

will always have special place in my 

heart. 

After almost three years of tears 

and joy, attending several cat shows, 

studying pedigrees and the history of 

the breed my wish finally came true 

and my lilac point girl Izumi gave 

birth to our first very own litter of 

kittens. The little ones were born on 

the early afternoon on 2nd August 

2013, There were two girls and two 

boys. As joy and sorrow are never 

far apart one of the girls didn't 

survive the birth but the three 

remaining kittens were healthy, noisy, 

boys. As joy and sorrow are never far 

apart one of the girls didn't survive 

the birth but the three remaining 

kittens were healthy, noisy, steadily 

growing and Izumi a perfect mother. 

Akira (blue point), his sister 

Ayumi (blue point) and his brother 

Akito (lilac point) come out of very 

old German and English bloodlines. 

Their mother Izumi is out of a unique 

mating (a combination of very old 

German and English bloodlines) and 

their father Seefahdao (blue point), 

almost 12 years old by now and still 

happy and healthy, was imported to 

Germany many years ago by Petra 

Theiss of “of Old Royal Siam” cattery. 

As I have admired the old style 

Siamese and the history of breeding 

in the UK ever since I fell in love with 

the breed, I was really happy and 

thankful to be able to do this mating 

and curious about how the kittens 

would turn out. In my personal opinion 

in the UK ever since I fell in love with 

the breed, I was really happy and 

thankful to be able to do this mating 

and curious about how the kittens 

would turn out. In my personal 

opinion I could not have wished for 

more and the outcome of the litter in 

character and type still exceeds my 

expectations. 

However one of the boys stood out 

of the Meezer trio from the beginning 

and when the kittens became older it 

became more and more clear that he 

would be the right one to support a 

breeding program. Akira (jap. 

intelligent boy), as we named him, 

inherited and combines all the good 

qualities of his mother and his father. 

He is a strong, for his age really big 

and very handsome young blue point 

boy with bright shining blue eyes, 

nice short coat with a wonderful 

texture, a well balanced foreign body, 

sweet expression, good points and 
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Jamais agressif ! Il soutient et 

reste auprès des femelles qui 

accouchent et s’occupe des bébés à 

la naissance 

nice short coat with a wonderful 

texture, a well balanced foreign body, 

sweet expression, good points and 

contrast, perfectly set ears and a 

lovely character. He is very outgoing, 

not afraid of anything, he loves to 

collect random things like tissues, 

ribbons, blankets, pens, teaspoons... (I 

really wonder why he needs a 

teaspoon?), is very talkative (he has 

the deep Siamese voice of his father), 

always purring and simply loves 

everyone! On his first cat show he 

was sitting on my shoulders kneading 

and purring loudly and loving the 

attention of visitors and judges. My 

little boy did me really proud and was 

awarded a special award and two 

times Best in Show in the category 

“shorthair male 3 – 6 months”. 

and purring loudly and loving the 

attention of visitors and judges. My 

little boy did me really proud and 

was awarded a special award and 

two times Best in Show in the 

category “shorthair male 3 – 6 

months”. 

Akira's father Seefahdao or “Ellis” 

as he's nicknamed is one of the last 

old style Siamese from the Rameses 

cattery (founder of the Old-Style 

Siamese Club in England) that later 

specialized in breeding Tonkinese. 

Even though Seefahdao had sired 

many litters during the past 12 years, 

Akira and his siblings are the only 

offspring on the active register, right 

now. In Germany has been kind of a 

generational change of old style 

Siamese or Thai (as they are 

registered here) catteries during the 

last few years and unfortunately many 

generational change of old style 

Siamese or Thai (as they are 

registered here) catteries during the 

last few years and unfortunately 

many wonderful old bloodlines were 

lost because the cats have been 

neutered without having any active 

offspring left to continue within other 

catteries which is a big loss for the 

gene pool and might lead to future 

problems. If you are really into 

pedigrees and line chasing you'll 

probably have noticed that most cats 

in Europe are already related to each 

other (some closer than others) and 

that it can be difficult to find mating 

partners that won't produce kittens 

with high inbreeding. 

As I always tend to keep the gene 

pool in mind and think this is a very 

important topic to keep our beautiful 

breed healthy I was very eager to pass 

Akira onto a good breeding program 

to continue his unique bloodlines in 

another cattery while I'm keeping his 

sister Ayumi for my breeding 

program. Fate however had other 

plans and decided that Akira stays 

with us too, which is an idea I start to 

like more and more even though I 

never wanted to own a stud or at 

least not that early in my breeding 

program. In my opinion it's a big 

responsibility but an adventure I am 

willing to embark now. Hopefully Akira 

has not only inherited type and 

least not that early in my breeding 

program. In my opinion it's a big 

responsibility but an adventure I am 

willing to embark now. Hopefully 

Akira has not only inherited type and 

character from his parents but also 

the quality of not spraying and being 

a real gentleman with the ladies. I am 

excited to see this boy growing up 

and am hopeful that he will produce 

some really nice kittens in the future. 
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L’atrophie progressive de la rétine,  

PRA-rdAc 

Par Manuella Ferut 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L’atrophie progressive de la rétine 

est une maladie de la rétine (un tissu 

situé au fond de l’oeil) qui se termine 

par la cécité complète de l’animal. 

La rétine contient des cellules 

spécialisées que l’on appelle 

photorécepteurs. Ils absorbent la 

lumière que le cristallin dirige sur 

eux et la transforme en signaux 

électrique nerveux. Ces signaux sont 

transmis par le nerf optique au 

cerveau où ils sont perçus en tant 

qu’image. Les photorécepteurs des 

yeux sont détruits petits à petits. Les 

bâtonnets commencent par perdre 

leurs fonctions normales puis ceux 

sont les cônes qui sont touchés. 

A la naissance, la vision des chats 

concernés est normale. Les premiers 

symptômes cliniques apparaissent 

généralement à apparaître entre 1 

ans et demi et 2 ans. La phase 

terminale ou le chat devient aveugle 

se situe généralement vers 3-5 ans, 

mais peut éventuellement apparaître 

quelques années plus tard. 

Au début de la maladie, la vision 

nocturne se détériore, le chat 

rencontre des problèmes croissant 

pour adapter sa vue à une faible 

luminosité. Après c’est également la 

vision diurne qui faiblit. 

La rétine se dégrade, elle s’amincit 

et la lumière s’y réfléchit fortement 

(hyper réflexion). La pupille se dilate 

de plus en plus pour tenter de 

recueillir plus de lumière, cela 

provoquant une « brillance » des 

yeux du chat. Le cristallin peut aussi 

se voiler ou s’opacifier provoquant 

une cataracte. 

La PRA – rdAc se transmet de 

manière autosomique récessive. 

Mutation et transmission 

Le groupe de Kristina Narfström 

de l’Université du Missouri-Columbia 

a récemment publié que le PRA 

découle d’une mutation dans le gène 

CEP290. 

La PRA – rdAc est transmise selon 

un mode autosomique récessif. Il y a 

donc trois possibilités : 

1. Un chat peut posséder deux 

copies normales du gène (+/+), sain 

ou homozygote normal, ceci signifie 

qu’il ne porte pas la mutation et ne 

développera pas la rdAC – PRA. De 

plus, l’animal ne peut également pas 

transmettre la mutation à sa 

descendance. 

2. Un chat peut posséder une 

copie mutée du gène CEP290 et une 

copie sans la mutation ou normale. Il 

est dit « porteur » ou « hétérozygote », 

(-/+) ou hétérozygote porteur. Il ne 

sera pas affecté par la PRA, mais il 

transmettra statistiquement la copie 

anormale du gène à 50 % de sa 

descendance. Un tel chat devrait 

seulement s’accoupler avec un chat 

non atteint. 

3. Les chats qui vont développer 

cette forme de PRA possèdent deux 

copies mutées du gène CEP 290 (-/- 

ou homozygote atteint, ils 

transmettront 

transmettront toujours une copie 

mutée du gène à toute leur 

descendance, avec une possibilité de 

100 %. Un tel chat devrait seulement 

s’accoupler avec un chat non atteint. 

 

Intérêt du test ADN : 

A l’aide d’un test génétique, la 

mutation responsable peut être 

détectée directement. Cette méthode 

permet une très grande précision et 

peut être effectuée à tout âge. Il offre 

la possibilité de faire la distinction 

entre non seulement les animaux 

sains et atteints, mais aussi 

d’identifier les porteurs sains 

(hétérozygotes). C’est une 

information essentielle pour contrôler 

la maladie dans la race. En effet, les 

porteurs sont en mesure de diffuser la 

mutation dans la population, mais ne 

peuvent pas être identifiés à l’aide des 

seuls symptômes cliniques. 

 

Expression des résultats et 

significations : 

Après un test de dépistage rdAc – 

PRA, le statut d’un chat pourra être 

soit : 

a. (+/+), SAIN, non porteur de la 

rdAc – PRA, ne transmettra jamais 

la mutation. 

b. (-/+), HETEROZYGOTE, 

porteur sain de la rdAc – PRA, 

transmettra la mutation dans 50 % 

des cas. 

c. (+/+), HOMOZYGOTE MUTE, 

atteint de la rdAc – PRA, 

transmettra la mutation dans 100 

% des cas. 
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Le diagnostic de la PRA se fait 

grâce à un examen 

ophtalmoscopique. Cela nécessite une 

dilatation de la pupille au moyen de 

gouttes ophtalmiques. La PRA peut 

être décelée en raison de 

changements ophtalmoscopiques : 

réflectivité (brillance) accrue du 

fundus (l’intérieur du fond de l’œil, 

recouvert par la rétine) ; réduction 

du calibre et de la ramification des 

vaisseaux sanguins de la rétine, et 

rétrécissement de la tête du nerf 

optique (le nerf reliant la rétine au 

cerveau). 

 

PRA dans le monde félin 

La PRA touche principalement 

l’Abyssin et le Somali, mais se 

retrouve également chez le Siamois, 

l’Oriental, le Thai et peut être chez le 

Tonkinois. 

Aujourd’hui, plus de doute à ce 

sujet, la PRA est très certainement un 

problème pour notre race (le Thai). 

Comme nous l’avons dit 

précédemment, 

précédemment, la PRA peut 

provoquer la cécité chez certains 

chats. Cette maladie est étudiée chez 

l’Abyssin (Kristina Norfström) depuis 

une trentaine d’année. 

Les premiers signes de 

détérioration de la rétine ont 

tendance à être visibles par un 

ophtalmologue vers 7 mois. A cet âge, 

la vision n’est pas affectée, mais un 

spécialiste peut déjà voir certains 

dommages sur la rétine. Chez un chat 

atteint, les dommages sont 

généralement suffisants entre 3 et 5 

ans pour affecter la vision. Le chat 

n’est généralement pas aveugle mais 

la vision est altérée. Les dégâts 

commencent sur le bord externe de la 

rétine. 

Il semblerait que la PRA n’ait 

commencé à apparaître chez le 

Siamois qu’à partir des années 70. 

Aux États-Unis, il semble y avoir peu 

de Tonkinois porteurs. Nous n’avons 

aucune donnée pour les Tonkinois en 

Europe. On peut également noter une 

autre information, c’est au début des 

années 70 que l’ASH fait ses débuts 

aux États-unis. 

Il y a eu beaucoup d’import 

d’Orientaux de toute sorte aux USA, 

bien souvent venant d’Angleterre. On 

peut penser que cela ait permis à 

beaucoup d’éleveurs de pratiquer des 

croisements entre Orientaux, ASH et 

Siamois afin d’élargir 

considérablement la gamme de 

couleur. Par exemple, les cinnamon 

chez les Orientaux et les Siamois sont 

courant aujourd’hui. Certains 

Orientaux ont donc généré des 

colorpoints, et ceux-là ne pouvaient 

pas être présentés chez les Orientaux 

pour le CFA (c’est en CFA que 

l’Oriental a commencé aux USA). On 

comprend bien que certains éleveurs 

n’ont pas résisté à la tentation 

d’enregistrer les Orientaux 

colorpoints en Siamois. 

De l’avis de certains, l’amyloïdose 

viendrait également de l’introduction 

de sang Abyssin. Il semble pertinent 

de soulever une autre chose, les 

Orientaux colopoint qui avaient des 

ancêtres Abyssins avaient très 

fréquemment un contraste entre les 

points de la robe très élevés, cela en 

raison du ticking (ticked tabby) sous-

jacent. Cela signifie que les éleveurs 

aur 
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aurait eu tout intérêt à faire 

reproduire ces chats. On peut penser 

qu’en voyant de beaux chats avec un 

contraste élevé et sans rien savoir de 

leur pedigree, on aurait eu envie de 

les introduire dans un programme 

d’élevage. Rien de cela ne prouve et 

ce n’est qu’une théorie où le moment 

convient, l’emplacement convient et 

où le « mobile » convient également. 

Plusieurs amies possédant des 

imports de Thailande, les ont tous 

testés et tous les chats se sont révélés 

sains, sans exceptions. Cela tendrait à 

prouver que les chats d’Asie du Sud 

Est sont exempts de PRA. 

Pour conclure, la PRA est un 

véritable problème pour nos races et 

nous devons dès aujourd’hui 

commencer à tester nos 

reproducteurs afin d’adapter nos 

programmes d’élevage en écartant 

définitivement les homozygotes 

mutés. Les hétérozygotes ne doivent 

reproduire uniquement qu’avec des 

chats sains afin de pouvoir 

sélectionner, en éliminant petit à 

petit, tous les chats porteurs. 

Cela ne se fera pas du jour au 

lendemain. C’est un travail que nous 

pouvons et devons faire grâce au test 

ADN. 

N’oubliez pas qu’il n’existe aucun 

traitement contre la PRA. 

L’autre chose importante est de 

toujours veiller à conserver une 

bonne diversité génétique de la race. 

En évitant autant que possible l’usage 

de la consanguinité et en cherchant 

de nouveaux reproducteurs le plus 

éloignés possible génétiquement. 
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Coming shows 

 FRANCE : 

11 et 12 janvier 2014 : Beaune (21, Bourgogne) – PALAIS des CONGRES 

Club organisateur : Cat Club de Lyon Dauphiné Savoie 

http://www.cclds.fr/ 
 

18 et 19 janvier 2014 : Paris Baltard – BALTARD FELINE SHOW 

Club organisateur : Association les Chats de France – Centre et Pays de Loire 

http://www.chatsdefrance.asso.fr/ 

 

18 et 19 janvier 2014 : Menton (06, Provence-Aples-Côtes d’azur) – PALAIS de 

l’EUROPE, avenue de Verdun 

Club organisateur : Cat Club côte d’Azur Provence Corse 

Contact : Mr Robert Lubrano – robert.lubrano@orange.fr 

 

25 et 26 janvier 2014: Bordeaux (33, Aquitaine) – ESPACE du LAC, parc des 

expositions 

Club organisateur : Cat Club Sud Atlantique 

http://www.catclub-sudatlantique.com/ 

 

25 et 26 janvier 2014 : Narbonne (11, Languedoc Roussillon) – Parce des 

expositions, avenue de la mer 

Club organisteur : AMOBS-STAR 

Contact : Mme Agnès Bonnet – coonsdebaguera@sfr.fr  

 

 SUISSE : 

4 et 5 janvier : Baar (ZG) – Waldmannhalle – Internationale Katzenausstellung 

Club organisateur : KLZ – FFH – FIFE 

http://www.ffh.ch/FR/ausstellungstermine_fr.htm 

 

26 et 26 janvier : Bülach (ZH) – Stadthalle, Allmendstrasse 8 – Internationale 

Katzenausstellung 

Club organisateur: Katzenclub Züri Leu – FFH – FIFE 

http://www.ffh.ch/FR/ausstellungstermine_fr.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.cclds.fr/
http://www.chatsdefrance.asso.fr/
mailto:robert.lubrano@orange.fr
http://www.catclub-sudatlantique.com/
mailto:coonsdebaguera@sfr.fr
http://www.ffh.ch/FR/ausstellungstermine_fr.htm
http://www.ffh.ch/FR/ausstellungstermine_fr.htm
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 ITALIE: 

4 et 5 janvier 2014: Napoli – Palapartenope 

Club organisateur: Cats World - ANFI 

http://www.catshowcampania.com/site/ 

 

11 et 12 janvier 2014: Padova, Via Niccolò Tommaseo 59 

Club organisateur: ANFI 

http://www.expo-felina.it/page-index 
 

 

Coming conventions and events 

http://www.felinamaxima.com/iscrizione_felinamaxima.php?page=37 

PROGRAMMA: 

Sabato 8 Febbraio 

Ore 7:30 – 9:00 Entrata gatti e visita veterinaria 

Ore 8:30 - 9:30 colazione a buffet offerta a tutti gli allevatori iscritti 
Ore 8:30 CCS e Conferme Colore 

Ore 9:00 Giudizi presentazione Thai 

Ore 10:00 Inizio giudizi  
Ore 10:00 Apertura al pubblico 

Ore 14:00 Speciale Ragdoll (in caso di raggiungimento del 

numero minimo previsto di 50 esemplari, BIS separato) 
14:30 seminario (vedi programma) 

Ore 16:00 Best In Show 

Ore 19:00 Chiusura dell’esposizione 

 

Domenica 9 Febbraio  

Ore 8:00 – 9:00 Entrata gatti e visita veterinaria 
Ore 8:30 - 9:30 colazione a buffet offerta a tutti gli allevatori iscritti 

Ore 9:00 CCS e Conferme Colore 

Ore 9:30 Inizio giudizi  
Ore 10:00  Apertura al pubblico 

Ore 14:00 Speciale Norvegesi delle Foreste 

(in caso di raggiungimento del numero minimo 

previsto di 50 esemplari, BIS separato) 

Ore 15:30 Best in Show 

Ore 19:00 Chiusura dell’esposizione 
 

http://www.catshowcampania.com/site/
http://www.expo-felina.it/page-index
http://www.felinamaxima.com/iscrizione_felinamaxima.php?page=37

